Keeping Honey Bees -
" Regulations, Contracts
4 and Agreements

Beekeepers need to prevent swarms as they pose a risk to the public, your
bees, other beekeepers, and bee biosecurity.
Source, WCC, Caring for Bees Fact Sheet.

h Place hives to comply with regulations

In residential areas the hive should be
behind a two meter high fence, trellis or
hedge.

Avoid placing hives close to:

+ a neighbour’s house

« vegetable gardens

« clothes lines

« children’s play areas

« areas frequently used by people, e.g.
walkways, playgrounds

« driveways

« road side/footpaths.

Source: Apiculture NZ WCC Presentation July 2021
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“Nuisance” as defined
in the New Zealand Health Act 1956

The Meaning of Nuisance
In New Zealand’s Health Act 1956, a “nuisance” is defined in Section 29 as any premise
or condition that is offensive or likely to be injurious to health.

Enforcement

« Local Bodies are responsible for dealing with nuisances as defined in the Health Act.

« If a nuisance is found to exist or is likely to occur again, the District Court can issue
orders to have it abated.

+ Anyone who causes or permits a nuisance, or fails to comply with a court order to fix
it, can face penalties and a further offence.

Source, Dancing Up a Swarm: Book One of the Honey Bee Trilogy 2024

'Bee-Centred
' Beekeeping

New Zealand regulations define a hobbyist as someone with
up to 50 hives, but Local Bodies impose restrictions

Local bodies regulate your beekeeping

Which Local Body governs your beekeeping - Wellington, Porirua, Lower Hutt or Upper
Hutt?

What are the Local Body’s legal requirements with reference to beekeeping?
How many hives are permitted on a beekeeper’s suburban/residential property?
How does the hives’ placement minimise any nuisance?

In the event of a complaint being made about the bees who will investigate?

Following the investigation, if the complaint is upheld what remedies may be required?

New Zealand Bee Health & Biosecurity
In addition to taking over The Management Agency's
compliance activities, NZBB will continue to focus on
|AFB-related training and education, and consult with
the sector on the merits of gradually expanding its

AFB Management Agency
All beekeepers and apiaries are required to
be registered with this agency.

scope to general honey bee disease management.

Local Body - Wellington

Number of hives allowed is 2-4.

Legal Requirements

+ Register any apiary, as required under

+ Registration of beehives is with The Management Agency (Nafional American Foulbrood Pest Managamsm Plan).
+ Al hives must prominently show the Beekeeper's Registration Number.

‘The Meaning of Nuisance
Nuisance refers to the (a person, thing, or
Comminty o & member of ) o110 a statutoy misance as dafinedn Secton 29 of the Hoalth Act 1956,

; anything harmful or offensive to the

Authorised/Enforcement Officer
Means any person appointed or authorised by the Council on its behalf. The Council’s Environmental Health Officers willrespond to complaints where
bees might be causing any nuisance or danger to other residents.

Remediation of complaint
‘The Council may require the removal or relocation of a beehivel(s) if i given are not being met and/
orif an Authorised Officer considers the beehives to be causing a nuisance. This sppHes o ot Resenia an e o

Penalty
A person uho fals o comply it is byl may penalty pr by section 242 (4)of
2002, not exceeding $20,




Local Body - Porirua

Number of hives allowed is 2-4
Legal Requirements.
All beskeepers are legally required to register their beshives with the American Foulbrood Management Agency (www.afb.0rg.nz).

The Meaning of Nuisance

Nelsarce s defne es-a perso, anktal, thing or cirouatrce oausing sstrs nd urrsescnek o atecnos il the peece,comcet o comverience of nther
The term ‘substantial and unreasonable interference’ means that a ould find the

Whether an animal is causing the Examples of excessive amounts of bee excrement on windows.

Authorised/Enforcement Officer
Means an officer or person appointed by the Council to exercise powers and perform duties required under this bylaw and includes an enforcement officer under the Lo
Government Act 2002, and an environmental health officer appointed under the Health Act 1956,

Remediation of complaint

1 an Authorised Oficr considers that i bylaw has been broached thoy may e a writen ntico equiing keeper or ovner or ocupe o fnd f ake such acion
he bylaw, specifying the time in which any action must be take

A Authorse Offcar may remove o ale any inctrs, work o ing buln breach of s bylaw an recovr costs o emoval o steraton fomthe person who core

Penalty
Every person who commits a breach of this bylaw commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $20,000 as set out in the Local
Government Act 2002.

Local Body - Upper Hutt

Number of hives allowed not specified
Legal Requirements
No person shall keep bees in an Urban Area when in the opinion of a Council Authorised Officer the keeping of bees is or is likely to become a
nuisance or annoyance to any person or potentially dangerous or injurious to health.
A person keeping Bees in an Urban Area must comply with any directions the Gouncil may prescribe for the Keeping of Bees on the specific
premises.

The Meaning of Nuisance
“Nuisance” has the meaning given under the Health Act 1956.

Authorised/Enforcement Officer
Means any person appointed or autht
2002.

d by the Council to act on its behalf and exer s authority pursuant to the Local Government Act

Reme cor

An Authorised Officer may enter private property in an Urban Area pursuant to section 165 of the Local Government Act 2002 and: (a) Seize
Stock, Poultry, Bees and Pigs that are on the Property in breach of this Bylaw; (b) Seize Property other than Stock, Poultry, Bees and Pigs that is
materially involved in the commission of an offence under this Bylaw.

Penalty
Any person who commits an offence under this Bylaw will be liable for the penalties prescribed by the Local Government Act 2002.

Local Body - Lower Hutt

/_datarassats/oa ¢

Number of hives allowed not specified
Legal Requirements
No person may keep bees in such a way as to cause (or likely to cause) nuisance, offence or be injurious to health.

The Meaning of Nuisance

Nuisance refers to the dictionary definition (a person, thing, or causing trouble or anything harmful
or offensive to the community or a member of it and for which a legal remedy exists) or to a statutory nuisance as defined in
Section 29 of the Health Act 1956.

Authorised/Enforcement Officer
Means any person appointed or authorised by the Council on its behalf.

Remediation of complaint
Not specified

Penal

ity
Abreach of Lower Hutt City Council's beekeeping bylaw can result in an infringement fine o prosecution, with a maximum
penalty of up to $20,000 for serious offences.

Key Elements of a Landowner-Beekeeper Contract

Bh00-UTE-S

Parties Involved: Clearly identifies the landowner and the beekeeper.
Purpose of Hives: States whether the hives are for pollination, honey production, or both.
Hive Placement & Security: Specifies where hives will be located and ensures access for the beekeeper.

o Pesticide Use: Landowner must provide advance notice (e.g., 48 hours) before using highly toxic pesticides that could harm the
bees.

© Water Source: may need to provide an adequate water source for the bees.

Beekeeper Obligations:

o Responsible Beekeeping: Beekeepers must follow best practices for hive management and responsible beekeeping.

© Pest & Disease Management: The beekeeper is responsible for managing their hives and protecting them from disease.

Payment Structure: Outlines how the beekeeper will compensate the landowner. This can be:

o Afixed fee.

o Apercentage of the honey production or sales.

o Aprofit-sharing arrangement.

Duration of Agreement: Specifies the start and end date of the contract.

Insurance & Liability: Addresses liability for potential damage o injury to persons or property.

Access Rights: Clearly defines the beekeeper's access to the land to manage the hives.

Communication: Establishes communication protocols, including how the beekeeper will be notified of any issues with the

property o potential hazards.

Termination Clause: Outiines the conditions under which the contract can be terminated by either party.

In Summary

Apiary at home - understand your Local Body regulations about bees

Apiaries on other private land - have Landowner/Beekeeper contract in place
JTF-880e=UTF-§

Apiaries on public land including DOC Land - have agreed arrangement

Action plan for complaints - contact WBA
iips:

Jlvwwbeshive.org.nz/contact/



